
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
Owner’s Rep Informational Meeting – May 7, 2024



Agenda

History of National Audubon Society

History of Mitchell Lake

Why Birds?

What do we do at Mitchell Lake?

The future of Mitchell Lake Audubon Center



The mission of the National Audubon Society

is to protect birds and the places they need, 

today and tomorrow.







Our Nationwide Influence

Audubon’s network of chapters, nature 

centers, national and state staff, partners, 

and supporters creates a seamless web of 

conservation.



National Audubon 
Society

Audubon Texas

Audubon Centers & 
Sanctuaries

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center  
(San Antonio, TX)

Trinity River Audubon 
Center (Dallas, TX)

Dogwood Canyon 
Audubon Center (Cedar 

Hill, TX)

Sabal Palm Audubon 
Sanctuary (Brownsville, 

TX)

Chapters

Bexar Audubon Society 

(San Antonio, TX)

19 Other Chapters 
throughout Texas

Other State & Regional 
Programs



Audubon Centers Core Purpose

In the 2020s, Audubon nature centers will be 

a resourced and cohesive network of 

conservation centers that advance 

Audubon’s mission by:

• Fostering conservation action at the 

personal and collective levels, for birds 

and the places they need.

• Cultivating a diverse, cross-generational 

conservationists.

• Creating pathways to integrate 

community perspectives and issues with 

Audubon priorities



The mission of the Mitchell Lake Audubon Center 

is to connect people to nature through conservation and 

community education focused on birds and the places they 

need.
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City Commitments

1973 Ordinance - designated Mitchell Lake as a Refuge for Shore Birds and Water Fowl

1986 Ordinance - city affirmed it would “continue its commitment to restore and maintain Mitchell Lake.”

SAWS provision of up to 3,583 acre-feet of recycled water per year to the lake

MOST RECENT - $6M in 2022 city bond funding



SAWS Engineer Roland Gutierrez, Mitchell Lake Wetlands Society President Anne 

Parrish, and San Antonio Audubon Society President Eric Brierley with the Leeper 

House onsite at Mitchell Lake.



Mitchell Lake Audubon Center 

Opens in 2004
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Flyways of 

the Americas

Each year, billions of migratory birds follow 

these flyways from wintering to breeding 

grounds and back again.





Central Flyway
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Economic and Fiscal Impacts: 

• Increased visitation, increased spending at local businesses

• Increased employment opportunities and amenity for 

businesses and development looking to attract talent and 

homebuyers

Health Cost Savings:

• Access to trails; resulting in improved physical health due to 

increased exercise and mental health by spending time 

outdoors

• Helps reduce heat island effect and contributed to carbon 

sequestration, reducing climate change impacts

Catalyst for New Development: 

Improve and add value to an amenity in the area that may serve 

as a catalyst - along with many other amenities in the area 

surrounding Mitchell Lake - that may serve as a catalyst for new 

development into the future.





Sara Beesley, Director

Project POC

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center

MLACproject@Audubon.org

210.628.1639

MitchellLake.Audubon.org
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